
FROM THE DESK OF RHONDA BURNOUGH 
STATE OF GEORGIA, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - 77TH DISTRICT 

 
I am going into my fourth Legislative Session and second term as Chair of the Clayton County Legislative Delegation. Your 
representatives from the House and Senate will continue collaborating to find solutions to issues that affect our communities, 
constituents, and businesses. 
  
One of the most gratifying accomplishments in 2019 was renaming of a portion of Highway 138 between Taylor Road and 
Kendrick Drive in honor of an ordinary man who did extraordinary things for his community: Charles “Chuck” Ware, who 
registered over 20,000 people to vote. 
 
Letters of support were compiled for several Clayton County residents. But the ones written on behalf of Tasha Mosley and 
Charles Brooks resulted in appointments by Governor Kemp to the roles of Clayton County District Attorney and Clayton 
County Solicitor General, respectively. 
 
After honoring Georgia’s Gold Star Fathers at the Capitol for the third year, my legislation (GA House Resolution 655) 
honoring Georgia’s Gold Star Fathers was recently introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives. The bipartisan House 
Resolution 706 would designate November 9 as “Gold Star Father’s Day” nationally, providing Gold Star Fathers across 
the country with the same considerations that currently exist for Gold Star Mothers and families. 
 
Governor Kemp signed a record budget for Georgia in 2019, which included $3,000 raises for Georgia teachers. He 
also signed HB 358 on behalf of the City of Morrow with regard to ad valorem taxes. 
 
There are five pieces of legislation that will carry over into the 2020 session: HB 34 (appointing taxpaying business owners 
to development authorities); HB 38 (crimes and offenses); HB 108 (to provide rotation of office of chief judge in Clayton 
County State Court) and HB 504 (ad valorem tax for Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport). We are closely watching SB 
131 (the Georgia Major Airport Authority Act), which would have a negative impact on the County, the school board 
for Clayton County Public Schools and our cities. 
 
In the upcoming legislative session scheduled to begin on January 13, Gov. Kemp is contemplating additional budget cuts. 
He has also proposed changes to the Affordable Care Act. While all plans would continue to cover preexisting conditions, 
Georgians would be required to bypass the central HealthCare.gov website when signing up for insurance and instead be 
redirected to a list of approved brokers and insurers where consumers would be able to compare ACA-compliant plans 
side by side with plans that don’t meet ACA requirements. 
 
This year provided opportunities to connect with leaders both locally and abroad. As a new member of the Georgia-Japan 
Legislative Caucus I have been able to collaborate with innovators who will best serve Clayton County’s needs. I traveled 
to Tokyo, Japan to meet with business leaders and foreign ministers to learn more about their culture and business practices. 
While there, I discovered that many foreign leaders were very interested in investing in Clayton County. Back at home I 
toured the Japanese Company TOTO located in District 77 to learn more about their Clayton County operations. They 
supply all the toilets at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport. I was also influential in the recent opening of an Atlanta 
Technical College campus in Clayton County. 
 
Community service continues to be a key component of my ability to effect change in District 77 and a cause close to my 
heart is supporting children’s literacy with the Women of Clayton County. I also co-hosted several events that benefitted 
District 77, such as the 5th Annual "For Girls Only" Conference, the 3rd Annual Clayton County Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day for all of the police and fire departments, and Lake Ridge’s annual Ice Cream Social. 
 
It was also my pleasure to speak at various events across Metro Atlanta representing District 77, such as the Domestic 
Violence Awareness & Prevention Silence No More Candlelight Vigil for Stone Mountain Lithonia Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; the Clayton County Rotary as they honored longtime Riverdale resident and 
businesswoman Lata Chinan with the Lake Spivey/Clayton County Rotary Club Lifetime Achievement Award; with young 
Jack and Jill members about Being a Legislator; and participated in the Clayton County United Way “Child Well-Being” 
Panel. Over the holiday season, I also joined the Women of Clayton County as we “Rang the Bell” for the Salvation Army 
at Walmart for the second straight year.



Personal development activities are always imperative to finding new opportunities for District 77 to thrive. I learned much this year by attending Media Training, the 
Women at the Tables of Power Conference, the Georgia Women's Caucus Conference, the Will/Wand National Conference, the National Foundation of Women 
Legislators, the Women in Government National Conference, and the State’s Economic Development and Tourism Conference. 
As a recipient of the 2019 Pinnacle Award from the East Point/College Park Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., I was once again honored for 
career achievement and philanthropy. The Clayton County Chamber of Commerce also recognized me for “Years of Service” on the Leadership Clayton 
Board. 

Despite retiring in 2018, my heart remains with Clayton County Public Schools as I continue working tirelessly to support and uplift District 77 students. This 
includes selecting middle and high school students to serve as Pages at the Capitol; bringing in elementary school students to visit and experience the 
Capitol; reading the book Grace Goes to Washington to CCPS and Learning Center students during Georgia Pre-K Week; as well as encouraging leadership 
traits with young girls. 

Public education is challenging, so we also must continue to inspire and show appreciation to CCPS teachers, administrators, and staff. This is why I 
annually recognize the CCPS District Level Employees of the Year (Teacher of the Year, Principal of the Year, Support Leader of the Year Certified and 
Classified and Support Professional of the Year Certified and Classified) and CCPS Teachers of the Year in District 77 schools with a personal letter of 
thanks. 

Community and business leaders were also personally and publicly honored for their work across District 77 and Clayton County. Throughout the year 
numerous recipients – including Riverdale High School Principal Jamilla Miller Brown, Drew High School Counselor Kathy Richardson and the District 77 
Elementary School Principals were surprised with an Outstanding Citizen Certificate from the Georgia Secretary of State’s office. Other honorees include: 
business leader Karen Sullivan and Yulonda Beauford, Vice President of Economic Development & External Affairs at Atlanta Technical College; Rochelle 
Dennis, who received the Yellow Rose Servant Leader Award from the Women’s Caucus; outgoing Leadership Clayton Board Members received the 
Honorary Georgian Award; and the Clayton County Senior Service Department was also recognized for the distinction of having the only Nationally Accredited 
Senior Center in the State of Georgia. 

Great things are in store for District 77 in 2020! Elementary school students will once again be invited to visit the Capitol and middle and high school students 
will be invited through their schools to serve as a Georgia House of Representatives Page. We will also work on Medicare Expansion and ensuring the 
2020 Census is a successful effort.  

I will also be working with Clayton County Commissioner Demont Davis (D-4) to update the County Code for using Fireworks on days other than Memorial 
Day, Fourth of July, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. And of course, retaining and acquiring new businesses to Clayton County is always one of my 
top priorities. 

But most importantly, as a community we will continue to implement the “USE” theme (Unite, Serve, Empower) allowing District 77 to continue working 
together to create the best possible community in which we all can live, work, and play! 

Please save the date for these events, which will provide information about the upcoming legislative session and provide opportunities for us to stand 
#ClaytonStrong: 

             o      January 8, 2020: Clayton County Legislative Delegation Forum to discuss upcoming legislation, election highlights, and hear constituent concerns 

             o      January 13, 2020: Legislative Session begins 

             o      Date TBD: Clayton County Chamber Day at the Capitol 

             o      Vet Connect January 11, 2020 10:00 am-4:00 pm




